Press clippings - Bob Hope Visit - September 1982

In September 1980 Bob Hope first revisited his birthplace, Eltham, and he

: ; [ , Eltham, and he su
ﬂ;ﬂmﬁ'nal part of the funds raised by the Bob Hope British Golf Classic Tourﬁ;.:nsg
should go towards a Bob Hope Theatre of Arts in Eltham. The Eltham Little Theatre
was an ideal place and situation for this project. Since 1980 The Bob Hope British Golf
Classic has raised £58,500 for the direct benefit of the Eltham Little Theatre, with more

to come from this year's tournament of course!

Bob Hope visited Eltham again last Friday iling
y, 24th Se
ceremony of the theatre now to be known as “The Bob Hogée’?l?:;u?r]i[ﬁfmﬁ'nw

Back to his birthplace .

. Hope freely distributes i!‘kel and u;logrnphl

COMEDIAN Bob Hope was
back in his English birthplace
yesterday—T9 years after he
first appeared there.

Hope, whose family left Eltham,
South TLondon, when he was four
to emigrate to the United States

refurned to name its 280-scab
theatre after himself.

He and entertainer Dickia
Henderson, whose idea it was,

£58,500 for it through the

Bob Hope British Golf Classic.
Hope arrived with his wife
a from_this
year’s tournament which finishes

Our Bob

By PAUL DONOVAM i

tomorrow at Moor Park, Rickmans-
worth.

After slpning autogravhs for
the waiting crowd and opening &
gurtain to reveal the words : The
Bob Hope Theatre, the comedlan
went on stage to wisecrack with
tne audience,

He joked : ‘Coming back to Eng-
land gives me & chance to use my
bus pass. At my age I should
have the whole bus.'

Angd there was the inevitshla
joke about the English climate.

rity save Bob’s theatre

They ignore the weather,' he satd.
“Thal's a fine thing. I noticed it
on the eourse. And I tell you
someL . The weather in
country needs lgnoring.

And when his patter wag inter-
rupted at one stage by & baby's
cry in the back stalls he leaned
forward and asked : ‘Was that my
gcho 7

Then after posing by a bust and
picture of himself he was off again,
25 minutes after arriving.

He had been prezented with m
slgned certificale of RONOYary co=
presidency on stage, but it fell to
his feet in the crowd outside and
he would probably have driven off
without it had nat & reporter bent
down and retrieved it-




NEW ERA AND HIGH——
HOPES FOROLD LITTLE

unveled

STAR Dickie Henderson

heralded a new era at

Eltham’s community

theztre on Friday night.
a one-man two-hour

shnw this veteran per—
former gave his jokes

and gags generously —
in aid of the Bob Hope

Theatre.
He had stepped for-
ward i i when

he heard the theatre &
benefit from the

was to

Bob Hope Golf Classic.

Tt was just five years s
ago that the local Paro-
chial Church Couneil of =

St. John the Baptist,

Eltham, had taken the =

to
of the site and

building in Wythfield
Road. -

AR
[

recounted stories, told

ay’
'l‘h.ey theatre Hope and sang in a mar- frivs
e mmmﬁ::‘t‘:cm' msﬁ vellous cabaret-style : i e l":":.-n‘
Rt yith oo SR Little The "“’m‘"mw those who  ex-president of the  Now officlals are keeping
ing buyers the lease Was And when the change e might were  US.A. Gerald Ford, a their fingers crossed, hop.
of name — to the Bob  gaciress Nerys Hughes close friend of the zuu:#s come
fresc s M;lnohmm‘?; who  Hope Theatre — was .-nd S omedian Max  comedian, is to be =
Road, : ‘_E}:::’r:; came forward to help. Nowmersunhaper- -ulﬂ:."n-nlu ol
10 run a eharitable pro- _ One was Dickie Hen- , formance the people of ...And a boost theaire would be ideal to
am golf tournament in . Eltham are eagerly record programmes.
Britain. On Friday night the --wwbn%tgwmmw s from the BBC P R
Because of the con- local people appreciated  (Friday) big event: give a great boust o the
nections with the town the and gave ~ BobHopeistomakea  yyg pew theatre, may be theatre.’ o
he decided to come to Hmi::‘::. rousing  Personal appearance E:__mn_h He sdded: q‘iﬁc‘z
the rescue of Eltham Welcome. and will officially unveil BBC. the bosses st the
Little Theatre. . For two hours he  this new theatre as the A producer who turned up  the idea.’

International comedian, Dickie Henderson, was Bob’s UK golfing friend, and Chairman of the
committee which organised the Bob Hope British Golf Classics. He accompanied Bob on his
visits to the Theatre. In an act of generosity, he offerered to stage his one-man show as a
Benefit Performance for the new Bob Hope Theatre.

Dickie Henderson
at Bob
Hope

Theatre — ADMIT H’F BEARER —

e Tt e ‘AN EVENING WITH DICKIE HENDERSON’

giving a gala performance at the
of his one-man show at -
The Bob Hope Theatre BOB HOPE THEATRE

~ (formerly Eltham Little WYTHFIELD ROAD, ELTHAM
Theatre) on Friday,
September 17 at 8pm. o
The show is in aid of FRIDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER, 1982

the theatre’s funds, and is
part of the oelebmtions
. for the change of mame
- following Bob Hope's
_ donation to the theatre of Vi e
- part of the profits from M
®  the Bob Hope British

-+ Classic golf tournament.

. _Dickie Henderson is
~ vice-chairman of the
committee that organises
the tomrnament,
Hope hi

Doors open 7.30 p.m.

Curtain up 8 p.m




